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We Help You Homeschool by
God’s Design for Your Family!

Superintendent,
Gary Cox,

speaking at our
 annual Family

Leadership
Conference.

This simple statement has been the powerful catalyst behind every-
thing we do at Walkersville Christian Family Schools since the day we
opened our doors in 1983. Fact is, we’ve built our reputation around
helping families keep Christ in homeschooling. And as long as every
new generation of families bring with them a desire to treasure God’s
design for their Family, God Wiliing we’ll be here–steadfast in our
commitment to help those families build their God-given heritage.

So whether you’re new to home schooling, or a pro with years of expe-
rience, you can always count on us to promote God’s desgn for your
family as you homeschool your children for time and eternity. We
serve families across Maryland, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia and
West Virginia with a full range of educational services. Additionally,
we provide distance learning nationally and internationally through
WCFS affiliate branch academies. We’ll be more than happy to help
you meet your goals as you seek to develop your family’s God-given
Heritage!
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The WCFS Confession of Faith

We believe the sixty-six books of the
Bible, Old and New Testaments alone
to be the only inspired, inerrant and
authoritative Word of God, sufficient
in all matters pertaining to faith and
practice as well as statements regarding
history and science.(2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet.
1:20-21)

We believe there is one God, eternally
existing in three Persons: the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.(Gen. 1:2;
Gen. 1:26-27; John 1:1, 14:16,17;  Acts
5:3,4; Matt. 28:19)

We believe in the full humanity and
deity of Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:3), His
virgin birth (Matt. 1:18), His sinless
life (Heb. 4:15), His substitutionary
and atoning death (Rom. 3:21-26), His
resurrection literally and bodily from
the grave (1 Cor. 15:12-28), His ascen-
sion to the right hand of the Father
(Acts 1:9-11), and in His literal, per-
sonal return to earth in power and
glory (Matt. 24; Rev. 19).

We believe that man is radically de-
praved, having fallen in Adam, his sin
affecting body, mind, emotions and
will, so that man cannot of himself do
that which is acceptable to God nor
save himself. All enablement to believe
the gospel and live the Christian life

must come from God alone. (Rom.
4:24; Rom. 5:12-21)

We believe that men are justified by
God’s grace through faith alone on be-
cause of the life, death, burial and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ. Faith is  not a
work but a gift of God. (Eph. 2:8,9;
John 1:12-13; Rom 9:15-18)

We believe in the physical resurrection
of both the saved and the lost; that
the saved are resurrected unto eternal
life, and that the lost are resurrected
unto eternal damnation. We reject all
belief in soul-sleep, annihilation and
purgatory.     (Dan. 12:2; John 5:25;
ICor 15; Rev. 20)

We believe in the spiritual unity of all
born again people and that the Spirit of
God enables believers to walk in truth,
humility, and love with others of like
precious faith, though there may be
minor differences of belief in areas
nonessential. (Eph 1:10; 4:4; 1 Cor.
1:10-2:5; 12:12, 13)

Families who wish to participate in
our program should understand that
those enrolled in WCFS are expected
to sincerely express their family,
church and educational goals in har-
mony with the above Christian Confes-
sion.

WCFS seeks to operate its ministry based upon the
following statements of belief:
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An Introduction to WCFS

Our Mission is to inspire and
assist parents to Treasure
God’s Design for Their
Family by promoting
academic excellence in their
home for training and
educating children.

Walkersville Christian Family Schools
has been a premier K-12 Homeschool
Academy since 1983. We are
committed to helping parents provide
a Christ-centered, quality education
for your children in your home.
Individual Plans

WCFS is founded upon the premise
that the unchanging God has designed
an individual plan for every child of
His, and He alone can perfectly direct
His children to accomplish His plans.
This premise compels us to ask the
question, “How does God’s design
work?”
Home-Based Academics

Whether an intact family or not, we
help you to homeschool using God’s
design for your family. He shall turn
the heart of the fathers to the children,
and the heart of the children to their
fathers. (Malachi 4:6)

WCFS values the unique role fathers
and mothers have in teaching their
children. It is the parents’ responsibil-
ity to disciple their children and educa-
tion is a critical part of that training.
WCFS works to encourage fathers and
mothers in their respective, God or-
dained tasks. Our vision is for fathers
to oversee their children’s education
through ample time spent with them in
home-based academic pursuits. Moth-
ers are the heart of every home and
their role is most significant for
homeschool success. We train parents
to fulfill their roles!
Home Duties Valued As Educational
Opportunities

This belief is governed by a systematic
implementation of the regimens, duties
and opportunities of the home. Home
instruction agendas must take advan-
tage of His provision for projects
through ordinary household duties. In
this way, parents can make the most
of God’s preordained plans for each
child and His means of providing for
them. All instruction plans, therefore,
should incorporate the ordinary cir-
cumstances in which each individual
home operates.

Compulsory Attendance Satisfied

Enrollment in WCFS satisfies the com-
pulsory attendance school laws for the
state of Maryland. Records and tran-
scripts are maintained professionally
and according to the protocol used in
the traditional education community
at large.

Because [God] is seeking godly children. (Malachi 2:14-15)
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Why Home Instruction?

Biblical Design — God has chosen
the home

The Creator carefully crafted the home
to provide the most natural and effec-
tive learning environment for children.
God equips parents with devotion &
unique skills that no other institution
can replace.

“And these words which I am
commanding you today, shall be on
your heart; and you shall teach them
diligently to your sons and shall talk of
them as you sit in your house and when
you walk by the way, and when you lie
down and when you rise up.”
— Deuteronomy 6:6-7

Christian living is reinforced each
day by devoted parents

It is amazing how many teachable mo-
ments of eternal things are available to
parents who invest full time training in
their children. With deeper family rela-
tionships comes greater opportunities
to instill godly character.

“And you fathers, do not provoke your
children to wrath, but bring them up in
the training and admonition of the
Lord.”                      — Ephesians 6:4

Strengthened family relationships

Children need a foundation preparing
them to endure peer pressure which
can strip them of their identities. In the

caring setting of the home, this founda-
tion is built by the critical parent/child
bond of love.

“And He shall turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the hearts
of the children to the fathers.”
— Malachi 4:6

Opportunity to demonstrate to our
children commitment to spiritual
convictions

Home instruction provides a powerful
opportunity to demonstrate and live
out   what we believe.

“…let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
— Matthew 5:16

Good climate for social & physical
well-being

Parents can help children prepare to
overcome temptations rather than sub-
jecting them to life-threatening situa-
tions before  they are ready to deal with
them (drugs, immorality, etc.)

“That you may prove yourselves to be
blameless and innocent, children of
God above reproach in the midst of a
crooked and perverse generation,
among whom you appear as lights in
the world.”     — Philippians 2:15
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Premier Academic Program

WCFS is recognized by the State of
Maryland as a Nonpublic School. We
are approved to Supervise the Home
Instruction of all Maryland Students,
K-12. WCFS offers a comprehensive
program that provides testing, curricu-
lum development, High School course
credentialing, High School transcripts
and a High School diploma upon suc-
cessful completion. Our diploma has
been accepted by colleges nationally
and internationally. Enrollment in
WCFS satisfies compulsory attendance
laws for the state of Maryland. Records
and transcripts are maintained profes-
sionally and according to the protocol
used in the traditional education com-
munity at large.

Academic Excellence
Academic excellence is encouraged by
the following:
1) Communication and interface of-

fered between the home and WCFS,
2) Standards of Excellence for each

respective discipline,
3) Strategies for Learning based upon

the unique gifts and opportunities of
each child, and

4) Support Services which help to reach
these objectives.

Several highlights of each of these  are
described below.

 Communication
Office Support

We are here to help!  Many times
problems can be resolved on the phone.
Questions can also be answered by
email. Other times we will schedule  a
time for the parent and student(s) to
come in to the office for more intensive
counseling.

Transcripts;  Record Keeping

Parents are advised concerning the
appropriate record keeping required to
provide a framework of accountability
to the Lord and to each other. Online
reporting is available. Individual
records are kept in the students’ files so
that transcripts can be provided to uni-
versities, etc.

Standards of Excellence
Kindergarten Program

A Kindergarten Program is available,
satisfying the Maryland mandatory
kindergarten requirement.



page 8                               WCFS, 16827 Sabillasville Rd., Sabillasville, MD 21780,  301-241-2072

Testing

Testing is done at regular intervals us-
ing standardized tests or a more infor-
mal “Becky Test.” The results are re-
viewed carefully with the parents in
order to provide feedback on each
child’s progress and aptitude to assist
in structuring coursework in the future.
These tests are recommended but op-
tional at the 2nd, 5th and 11th grades
and required for the 8th grade. The
cost for these tests is included in the
tuition fees. Other grades may be tested
at any time for an additional fee.

Diploma

WCFS awards a high school diploma to
students completing the work for their
course of study.

Graduation

Graduating students, family and
friends attend the WCFS graduation
ceremonies held every year.

Strategies for Learning
Curriculum;  Individual Programs
for Each Child

God gives every child different talents
and needs. We recommend curriculum
based on each child’s individual needs.
We test each student and discuss with
you the results of the tests. We help you
develop each child’s individualized
program of instruction based on the
test results and discernment    of the
child’s nature, talents and needs.

Family Visits

WCFS staff will visit with each family at
least 2 times a year to provide evalua-
tion, support and supervision.

Academic, Sports Clinics
& Other Clubs

High School Academic Clinics are of-
fered in a variety of subjects to aid
Highschoolers and parents in some of
the more challenging courses.

Our Sports Clinics consist of a “sport
camp” approach, meeting once a week
for 10 weeks. We currently offer: Soc-
cer, Basketball, Volleyball and Baseball.

Yearbook, and other clubs also meet
during the regular workshops.

Apprenticeship / Work Study/
Christian Service

Opportunities are available to students
to provide valuable training toward a
career trade.
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Support Services
Orientation Seminar

Parents are required to attend a Home
Instruction Orientation Seminar. In-
formation and tools for parents includ-
ing record keeping guidelines and legal
considerations.

Legal Oversight

WCFS is active with monitoring and
lobbying efforts at the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly and the State Dept. of
Education. Families are kept up-to-
date on current issues affecting home
education and the family. WCFS is a
member of the Maryland Association
of Christian Home Educators, Mary-
land Federation of Church Schools and
are affiliated with the National Center
for Home Education.

Newsletters

The school newsletter, Family Heri-
tage Developer™, provides pertinent
information about home schooling and
upcoming events.

Dad’s Meeting

These meetings are scheduled through-
out the year and are a great time of
encouragement and challenge to Dad’s
role in the home.

Field Trips and Other Activities

School-wide activities are scheduled
throughout the school year including
field trips, clubs, sports clinics, and
other family outings.

Parent Training
Both those new to homeschooling and
veterans all have tied for training and
encouragement. Parent training is not
just a one-time introduction course.
God’s design and plan is best. You will
be more satisfied with your schooling
when you have searched that out and
are following it.

Workshops

Regularly scheduled meetings, offered
6 times a year, provide training in
home instruction and allows parents
and students to encourage one another
(Heb. 10:24).

Family Leadership & Mid-Year
Conferences

At the end of the summer, families are
invited to spend a weekend at a Chris-
tian camp. At the camp, we share Bibli-
cal foundations for families and for
education. It is also a wonderful time of
fellowship. Saturday is required.

In January we have our Midyear
Teacher’s Conference designed to
stimulate, encourage, refocus and
adjust our family’s school progress.
This one day event is required.

Family Heritage Expo™

A Family Heritage Expo™ student
project and presentation fair encour-
ages all students to challenge their
abilities and training in the arts, crafts
and academic areas.
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WCFS High School
Graduation

Requirements

  Bible
  English Grammar/Writing
  English Literature
  Mathematics
  Science
  Social Studies
  Christian Service
  Work Study Apprenticeship
  Physical Education
  Electives

 4
 2
 2
 2
 2
 2
 1
 1
 1
 4

Godly Children
At WCFS we help parents to raise up
Godly Children in an ungodly world. It
is a very difficult task! What does suc-
cess look like? Success looks like a
child who is...

Loved: Emotionally Satisfied
That is, the love of God has filled the
child’s heart by the Holy Spirit and the
Word of God.

Loving: Able to Bear Much Fruit
Helps others by using God’s gifts with
proper consideration.

Virtuous: Grateful and Content
Being content with such things as one
has, and gratefully making the most of
every opportunity.

Sanctified: Marriageable Morals
A family focused, personal purity
of brotherly and sisterly relationships.

Quiet: Honorable Ambition
Pursues earthly studies leading to a
non-dependent quiet life and a positive
testimony to the world of wise, pro-
ductive living.

The pursuit of the WCFS graduation
requirements is a direct tool that par-
ents can utilize when establishing gen-
eral guidelines and goals, while imple-
menting objective standards of aca-
demic excellence for their children.

The following chart of graduation re-
quirements reflect both the minimum
requirements for private schools as
required by law for the state of Mary-
land and the WCFS core curriculum.

A student shall earn a minimum of 21
credits to receive a High School Di-
ploma. A minimum of seventeen(17) of
these credits shall be in the WCFS Core
courses as specified above, the remain-
ing four (4) from electives. Students are
encouraged to accrue additional credits
based on their emphasis of study and/
or pursuit of  higher education.
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tian College, and     military schools:
Clemson University, Norwich Univer-
sity, the U.S. Army Rangers Special
Forces school, Naval ROTC, and the
U.S. Marine Corps Officer Candidate
School.

Definition of a High
School Credit

WCFS utilizes Carnegie-styled credits:
120 Qualified Study Units
(QSUs)©sm 

= 1 credit. One credit is
awarded based upon the satisfactory
completion of 120 QSUs of course
work as approved when the course is
registered with the WCFS school Regis-
trar. A Qualified Study Unit (QSU)
is the implementation of an approved
study method which covers a compa-
rable amount of course content that
would normally be covered during one
hour of traditional classroom instruc-
tion.
©Copyright, Gary L. Cox, Walkersville
Christian Family Schools, 16827
Sabillasville Rd., MD 21780; 1983-
2013. QSU is a legal service mark of
WCFS, and fully protected under Fed-
eral and International copyright law.
Please see the WCFS
High School Book-
let, Section 3: De-
signing Approved
Credits, for more
information on ac-
ceptable QSUs.

Earning A High School
Diploma

Earning a high school diploma through
the WCFS program involves developing
an individual curriculum for each stu-
dent. Our staff is available to assist you
in the selection and development of
your child’s course of study. This will
both fulfill the WCFS graduation re-
quirements and meet the specific inter-
ests and needs of each student.

Each child’s course of study will be
designed as described in the WCFS
High School Handbook. This is pro-
vided for all families with children to
be enrolled in the high school program.
The course of study will be based upon
your child’s specific needs and inter-
ests. The content of each course will be
determined by using pre-approved
Standard Courses or individually
approved Applied Courses. Applied
Courses may be practical, personally
developed courses for the student.

The WCFS high school diploma has
been accepted by many colleges and
universities at home and abroad. Ex-
amples include:

Johns Hopkins University-Peabody,
Royal Conservatory of Montreal, Uni-
versity of London, Universities of
Pennsylvania, Maryland, South Caro-
lina, Tennessee, and Virginia, Delaware
Technical College, Liberty University,
Cedarville University, Pensacola Chris-



page 12                               WCFS, 16827 Sabillasville Rd., Sabillasville, MD 21780,  301-241-2072

Answers to Frequently
Asked Questions

What is homeschooling?

Homeschooling is a biblical training
method by which parents educate their
children at home according to guide-
lines and requirements set up for that
purpose. Along with imparting factual
information, it involves nurturing and
inspiring a child, inducing him to think,
to explore and find lessons in every-
thing around him.

What about socialization?

Socialization is the process of routinely
sharing common experiences, prefer-
ably in a positive and friendly manner.
In the Christian home, socializing be-
gins with kindness, cooperation, mu-
tual trust and an adherence to the
Golden Rule — fitting children for
godly companionship with others.
Studies have shown that a strong sense
of identity and good basic educational
skills are much more important to chil-
dren for long-term success than undi-
rected mixing with many other same-
age children. In fact, such peer interac-
tion often is more negative than posi-
tive, resulting in peer pressure, selfish-
ness, ridicule and rivalry, all of which
are so prevalent in today’s society in
people of all ages.

Do I need to obtain permission
from the state?

No. Families enrolled with Walkersville
Christian Family Schools satisfy the
school attendance requirements of the
State of Maryland. As part of your
registration process with us, your
county is informed of your enrollment.
No further interaction is necessary.

Do homeschooling parents need
to be certified teachers?

No. Parents do not need teaching de-
grees. Parental devotion, love for their
children and willingness to learn are
the most important factors of a child’s
learning.

    Children at a WCFS Workshop
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Does WCFS have a set
curriculum or can we choose

our own?

WCFS does not have a fixed curriculum
for your child. We individually assess
each student and help you, the parent/
teacher, develop a curriculum that
fulfills the core requirements and
includes the interests and desires of
your student. All curriculum must be
approved by WCFS.

 Do you allow personalized
courses?

Yes. One of the benefits of our program
is the ability to credential your non-
traditional “classroom” course into
what we term an “applied” course.

How can a parent teach
unfamiliar subjects?

Most parents are better equipped to
teach from a good textbook than they
think. There are many choices of read-

able, understandable, even enjoyable
textbooks. Online courses, computer
programs and WCFS academic clinics
can be useful. Often college courses can
double as high school credits. Educa-
tional workshops, informal contact
with other parents and special events
can relay a significant amount of infor-
mation and encouragement. The staff is
available for assistance by email, phone
and office visits throughout the year.

Is WCFS approved by the State
of Maryland?

Yes. WCFS is recognized as a Christian
school and operates under the Mary-
land laws for Christian Schools. Most of
our graduates have been accepted into
the college of their choice. It is not un-
usual to hear of home schooled gradu-
ates being pursued.

The state has some simple require-
ments. They include a minimum of 2
portfolio reviews, and attendance of 2
teacher’s conferences each year.

           Families at our annual
    Family Leadership Conference

High School student and his mom at a WCFS Workshop



page 14                               WCFS, 16827 Sabillasville Rd., Sabillasville, MD 21780,  301-241-2072

Staff
We have a staff of dedicated Christian
professionals providing quality home
school services and administration. The
school is operated by the Board of WCF
Church which has appointed a School
Advisory Board.

Gary L. Cox

Superintendent

Gary lives in
Emmitsburg, MD
with his wife, Sally.
They have ten chil-
dren. Gary received

his Bachelor   of Arts degree in Bible
with a minor in Christian Education
from Washington Bible College in Lan-
ham, MD. After college, he taught math
and science in Christian junior and
senior high schools for eight years.
Gary also has over thirty years of ad-
ministrative experience in education
and business. Through his research for
home instruction, Gary acquired much
paralegal experience. As part of gradu-
ate work, Gary developed the home
instruction program for the WCF
Church — the sponsoring church of
WCFS. Gary enjoys carpentry and
farming as family hobbies; his children
are all home-instructed. Gary has
served as Senior Pastor at Walkersville
Christian Fellowship for over 30 years.

Becky Wyand

Elementary
Supervisor

Becky lives in
Hagerstown, MD with
her husband, Ralph.

Both their sons are married and have
completed law degrees after finishing
college. Becky attended Juniata Col-
lege, Shepherd College, and Shippens-
burg University where she received her
Master’s in Education. Besides being a
help to her husband and raising two
sons in the Lord, Becky taught at, and
was later principal of a Christian
school. Becky is our elementary special-
ist and encourager to moms of every
age. Becky strongly believes in home
education as hope for America.
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Bradley M. Main

   Administrator &
High School

Registrar
Brad lives in Cascade,
MD with his wife, Jenna,
and their children. He is

a  dedicated professional  who gradu-
ated with Honors from Pensacola
Christian College with a Bachelor of
Arts in Bible (Youth Ministry) and a
minor in P.E. Brad serves as Business
and Academic Administrator. He has a
burden for young people to be totally
committed to Jesus Christ. He enjoys
the great outdoors with his family and
sports of all kinds, and enjoys the op-
portunity to teach all who will listen.

Part-Time Staff & Volunteers

Our part-time staff and volunteers help
in many aspects of our homeschool
ministry. Answering phones, data en-
try, stuffing mailings and conference
support, are just some of the many
responsibilities that our part-time staff
and volunteers willingly do for this
ministry. We would not be able to ac-
complish so much without their help
and hard work.

WCFS School Board Members

Gideon Baugher Daniel Cox

David Cox Gary Cox

Dale Frierson Brad Main

Steve McCurdy Chris Peeler

Randy Simpson Jik Yousefi
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How is the program
maintained?

1. Semester records are maintained by
parents and submitted to the office
twice a year online, or by fax or mail.
Record keeping and administrative
forms are provided.

2. Parents receive at least 2 portfolio
reviews annually. These visits allow
for ongoing evaluation and feedback
from WCFS to help you stay on
course.

3. WCFS events throughout the year
provide valuable encouragement and
teaching tips on techniques and pa-
rental matters.

4. Attendance is required at both the
Family Leadership Conference in
August, and the Mid Year Teachers
Conference in January.

5. The WCFS staff is available via
phone, email, workshops, special
events and appointments.

We invite interested families to attend
one workshop or event free of charge
for evaluation.

WCFS Office Location

16827  Sabillasville Road

Sabillasville, MD 21780

Less than 6 miles from the Rt. 550 exit
of Rt. 15N, and less than 1 1/2 hours
from Baltimore, MD, Washington D.C.
and Harrisburg, PA.

How do I enroll with
WCFS?

1. Prayerfully go through the materials
and seek the Lord’s direction for
your family.

2. If you decide to enroll, fill out the
application, reading and following
the Enrollment Application Instruc-
tions.

3. Sign the Enrollment Application
form (including the Covenant Com-
mitment) and return along with the
application fee.

4. We will contact you to confirm your
date for the Home Instruction Orien-
tation Seminar. You must attend an
HIOS before testing can occur.

5. We will contact you to set up a test-
ing date and to arrange a payment
plan.

• We will test your children for
grade placement and curriculum
development.

•    Payment of one time fees will be
due at time of testing.

• Results of the test are discussed
with you and we help you design
an individual program of instruc-
tion for each child.

We accept enrollments year-round. The
process will be the same.
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The Decision

When we started home instruction, we
came to a crossroads of faith: Egypt or
The Promised Land. We knew that we
really didn’t understand everything we
needed to do. We realized that we
needed to throw away worries, selfish
desires and plans — and move into the
camp of the Lord.

Joseph & Mary became a challenging
example to us.

Jesus was in the temple after his par-
ents left Jerusalem. They were gone
three days before they discovered that
he was not with them. They came back
and his mother said to Jesus, “Why did
you treat us like this?”  (This was a big
shock to Mary because He was always
so obedient!)  Jesus’s response caught
her off guard. He said, “Didn’t you
know that I must be in My Father’s
house?”  He wasn’t here to fulfill her
desires, her goals and her dreams. He
had come here to fulfill His Father’s
purposes. Mary understood. She must
release her son to do the Father’s will.

There is a time of release for parents —
when our children begin to birth in
their hearts a genuine commitment to
God’s will. This is the proper goal of
parenting. A child is most advanced if
he has a heart that says, “The Lord
has a will and I’ve got to do it.”

When a child has a heart to follow after
God, there will never be a problem with
an appetite to learn. God gives appe-
tites for His will. If God calls a child to
do something that is contradictory to
that child’s natural ability, and that
child wants to please God, he’ll have
supernatural energy, determination
and a desire to learn. He will surpass
many others, because he will be doing
it for God and for eternity, not just for
earth alone.

The details of academic knowledge do
not of themselves make a difference in
the eternal effectiveness of one’s life —
knowing God makes a difference. Seek-
ing to do God’s will just because it is
God’s will makes all the difference. It
may be possible that our children will
graduate from home school  and they
might be a little deficient in some of the
academic areas. That might be a little
embarrassing. Should that send us back
to Egypt?  No!

We made our choice. We are pursuing
character as the foundation for worthy
academics. If our children know God
and have a hunger and thirst for righ-
teousness, they will be at the place that
God desires. They will cause His name
to be glorified and His wonders to be
made known.

That is the vision of our hearts for our
children. - Gary L. Cox
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Feel free to write or call with comments or questions.
We would enjoy hearing from you!

Walkersville Christian Family Schools
16827 Sabillasville Rd

Sabillasville, MD 21780
301-241-2072

www.wcfs.edu; info@wcfs.edu

Copies of this pamphlet can be obtained from WCFS.
This pamphlet is not for sale.

© Copyright 2015 by WCFS. All rights reserved.


