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Your Home: God’s Design for Your Child’s Education 
By Gary L. Cox 

 

Families need to understand 
God's design for the home in 
order for them to make the 
most of it. What is God's 
design? The home is the 
Creator’s first ‘school’ for 
teaching children. A biblical 
philosophy of home education 
must include an 
understanding of God's 
design for marriage, children, 
and the "Dominion Mandate" 
wherein mother, father, and 
children work together to rule 
over their small world, given 
to them by God. 
 
The Significance of the Home  
 
What is so special about your 
home? It is God’s choice 
haven for the eternal souls 
He has placed in it to learn 
how they might love Him, 
trust Him and obey His plan 
with a joyful vision. God sets 
the solitary in families, and 
brings out those who are 
bound by chains: but the 
rebellious dwell in a dry land. 
(Psalm 68:6) God made your 
family to be a haven in which 
He satisfies and nurtures 
each member for this life and 
in the next.  
 

God’s authority rests on every 
home but the rebellious reject 
that authority, and live 
instead in a barren waste 
land. Is it not strange that 
the world condones and 
cultivates rebellion? Rebellion 
is living life on your own 
terms, and that leaves you 
solitary, all alone.  
 
If you reject what God has to 
offer, you reject His authority 
over your life and push away 
His reward. (The rebel is 
always under authority--he 
can’t escape, he just can’t see 
God in his condition of a dry 
and thirsty land!)  
 
The home is the first place 
where authority can be 
learned in such a fashion that 
it brings nurture as well as 
admonition. This is God's 
design. Your children will 
receive an inheritance from 
the Lord through your home. 
The encouraging thing is that 
much of the benefit of your 
home will be given to you 
and your children without you 
understanding how God’s 
design works! God gives you 
His promises to receive by 
faith. As you honor and 

submit to the Lord, let Him be 
your God and ruler in every 
individual circumstance. 
 
Regarding education, the 
home works this way: Dad 
focuses on the long-term 
objectives (skills/academics); 
Mom focuses on family 
relationships. You can have 
an excellent curriculum with 
high academic standards, but 
if relationships are askew 
there will be no peace in the 
home. This is one of the 
blessings about God's design 
of uniting two individuals as 
one and setting them over 
the societal unit of family. 
Because of this duality, the 
home is the best place for 
relationship based teaching: 
cultivating skills, structure, 
and knowledge so that the 
whole man is nurtured and 
trained.  
 
Relationships above 
performance! And Adam gave 
names to all cattle, and to the 
fowl of the air, and to every 
beast of the field; but for 
Adam there was not found an 
help meet for him. (Genesis 
2:20) Adam had successfully 
named all of the animals, 
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which would require the gift 
of organization and some 
level of skill. However, 
something was missing -- he 
was alone. The missing 
element was his wife. Family 
cultivates learning in the 
context of relationship and is 
the most powerful influence 
in training up a child. This is 
what you possess in your 
home. God has given you this 
powerful influence of 
relationship and love for your 
home. 
 

The Process: Treasure 
God’s Design for Your 

Family 
 
Treasuring God’s Design for 
the Family® is a philosophy 
of education embodied in a 
way of life that brings heaven 
into the home and prepares 
its members for heaven! 
Home education means using 
your home as God's choice 
place to nurture and train 
your children, as opposed to 
the home being a housing 
project and a transportation 
depot, supporting every 
conceivable activity outside 
the home. Yes, the home 
involves learning (that is what 
education is all about!), but it 
uses you, the parent, and 
your sovereignly unique 
home that God designed.  
 
Has God called you to teach 
your children at home; 
consider this: what does your 
home have to offer? Maybe 
you look at your home and 
think, "Wow, this house is 
falling apart at the seams just 
keeping up with daily life--
adding school to this mess 

would blow me out of the 
water!” 
 
Not Equipped? Maybe you 
think, "Oh, that 
homeschooling stuff is only 
for those people who have an 
education degree--I'm an 
engineer with zero patience 
or teaching skills." However, 
if you know in your heart that 
God is calling you to 
homeschool your children, do 
you think God would call you 
to something He has not 
equipped you to do? Now we 
have received, not the spirit 
of the world, but the spirit 
which is of God; that we 
might know the things that 
are freely given to us of God. 
(1 Corinthians 2:12)  
 
A big challenge you face is 
comparing yourself to others, 
wishing to have what 
someone else has, seeing 
your lack as a deficiency. Pay 
attention to the unique way 
God has designed your home 
(not the Jones' or the 
Smiths') and what He has 
given you to offer. Make sure 
you are offering what you 
have! If your home lacks 
anything, and you strive for 
it, you are competing with 
God’s wise judgment. You are 
undermining and possibly 
bypassing the opportunity 
and provision that God has 
for you. Your home will 
provide God's intended 
benefits when you receive 
them as His best choice for 
you and incorporate them 
into your way of life--this is 
how you treasure His design.  
 

Design - Think of it this way: 
a roof sheds water. True. 
Does the roof actively think 
about how it sheds water? 
Does it understand the 
process or know how it 
works? No! The roof was 
designed to do what it does, 
and it does it. One of the first 
baby steps of home education 
is understanding that if it was 
not for the great God who 
designed your home, your 
home would not be a safe 
place for your children! You 
have to realize that in God's 
design, He has something in 
mind, heavenly goals for your 
home and your family. You 
might not comprehend it all, 
but you can embrace it and 
treasure it because God has 
designed it, it is His gift to 
you!  
 
Much of God's design is 
inherent; your home will work 
the way God created it to 
work. However, you don't 
want to sit on your hands and 
say, "Oh, it will all work out." 
You want to cooperate; and 
use your gifts and reflect and 
pray. It takes faith to discover 
God's ways and to walk after 
those ways. God will give you 
the ability to walk by faith if 
you but ask Him with all your 
heart. Beware of the negative 
view our culture has towards 
God's design. The things of 
God are scoffed at and over-
looked -- especially regarding 
the home, but remember, this 
world is passing away, so 
hope in God and follow Him! 
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 Becky’s Tips  
 

Devotion 
God cannot tolerate sin. 

His wrath is real against sin. 
When we witness God’s hand 
of judgment we often wonder 
how He can allow the just to 
suffer. But we need to see 
that even His wrath is rooted 
in His love for us. He knows 
that our sin will destroy us 
and He is adamant to teach 
us the horror, absolute horror 
of our sin. 

Also, recognize that those 
who appear innocent to us 
(those judged unfairly) 
appear as sinners to God -—  
“all have sinned.” (Rom. 
3:23) Any good that comes to 
us is not because God owes 
us or because we have 
earned merit I anyway. It 
comes to us because God 
supplies us with grace. 

As you instruct and test, 
help your student see this 
point of wrath connected to 
God’s love and grace. 

 

Engagement Learning 
Suppose your child’s 

greatest interest is in an area 
that you have neither interest 
nor experience. 

Consider: 
 Encouraging him, 

providing materials 
and opportunity. 

 Asking him to teach 
you points as he 
learns. Some interest 
may develop in you. 
(It’s fine if it doesn’t.) 

 Finding a mentor in 
that field of interest. 

 Giving him student 
teaching opportunities 
with friends’ children. 

Remember that interests 
are a part of God’s creation in 
us and we need to recognize 
the differences as gifts from 
God.  

 

Reading Skill 
Most often our greatest 

concern in teaching reading is 
when we see little progress. 
Soon the child will be 9 or 10 
years old and is not reading 
fluently. 
Suggestions: 

 Bring him in for 
personal evaluation. I 
would enjoy setting 
up specific activities 
for you to try. 

 Begin to use a wide 
variety of activities. 
Label pictures, make a 
personal dictionary 
with pictures, create 
personal stories and 
reread those often, 
label objects around 
the house, for 
example. 

 Capitalize on his good 
memory. Make a list 
of word families and 
allow his memory to 
record those words. 
Make a stack of word 
cards and memorize, 
especially using 
difficult words. 

 List words that he 
wishes he could read, 
such as pizza 
toppings. List those 
words on cards or 

charts or pictures until 
he feels comfortable. 

 Continue phonics in a 
casual way. Especially 
show how very long 
words or difficult long 
names can become 
just a string of little 
words.  

                                             
  

Research 
Research skills are helpful 

learning tools at all ages. 
Today I want us to consider 
the advanced reader age 9 
and up. 

Very early readers or very 
advanced readers often miss 
the instruction in 
comprehension skills because 
it APPEARS that they do not 
need it. Therefore if your 
child is such a reader pause 
periodically to check if he got 
the main idea, can outline the 
basic points that he read, can 
put the story or information 
in the correct order, can draw 
reasonable conclusions from 
what he read. Of course 
periodically check that he can 
answer specific questions 
from his reading. Researching 
a topic of great interest to the 
student is a good time to 
check these skills. 

 

Child Training 
I know that you are tired 

of hearing me say this but 
here I go again: 

 Your child does not 
KNOW that the Holy, 
Righteous God of 
heaven loves him 
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 when he has just 
misbehaved. 

 Also, when your child 
has just been caught 
in a wrong-doing, he 
probably thinks that 
you think that he is 
wrong and evil and 
that you are right and 
good. 

 As we train we need 
to make God’s ever 

present love known to 
the child. 

 We also need to see 
ourselves as needy as 
the child we are 
correcting. 

 The Gospel is a 
picture of Christ’s love 
for very needy, 
unholy, evil people. 

May that love be accepted 
by your child driving him to 
want to live a righteous life. 

 

Love,   

Becky 

 

Student DevelopeR 
 

THE ALAMO 
 

By Luke Peyton 
1/9/14 

 

The hurricane of horses advances, 

Their heartless riders whirl closer. 

The clanging, clashing, crashing of swords, 

And the thunderous blast of cannons 

Shaking the mission alone can be heard. 

 

The Texans defiantly yell, 

 Their tattered flag raised high. 

But the confident Mexicans 

 Yell, “CHARGE!” and attack.  

 

Sabers held high in blistered hands, 

A wave of Mexicans crash against the walls, 

Pushing upwards like a fountain, 

Cresting the top of the wall. 

 

  

 

They splash down in great torrents, 

Inundating the Texan stronghold. 

Overwhelming the tenacious defenders, 

Drowning all hopes and dreams of 

independence.  

 

Soon, the smoke dispels and dissipates.  

All is over. 

All will remember this tragic day. 

They will remember the Alamo. 
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